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the higher posts of the Administration, had returned,1
and the revival was the more marked by the rigid
exclusion of the latter from appointment in the many
new departments created by the Government to deal
with the civil problems of the War. Entire Ministries
became almost denationalized, and rumour credited
Egyptian officials with the surrender of all authority
to their British colleagues. There was some truth, no
doubt, in the criticism, but circumstances had made
the process almost inevitable. During the final years
of the War, the Government were wholly engrossed
in endeavouring to satisfy the demands of military
authority, and legitimately enough the burden fell
upon the shoulders of Englishmen in the service of
Egypt. Thus, British officials were forced at periods
to issue orders upon matters hardly within their
province; less with desire to usurp power than to
hasten business.

As yet Egypt had found no leader to voice her dis-
content, and was looking to Cairo to supply that
deficiency. But the moment had not yet come, for
men of understanding believed in their hearts that
the existing state of affairs was impermanent. Neither
admirers nor supporters of England in Egypt, they
admitted that her presence in the country had saved
them from a new and less gentle military occupation;
and, themselves untouched by the inconveniences of
war, they viewed the practice of military requisition
more lightly than the victims of it. So stedfastly did

1 Port Said is not an unfair illustration. All the better-paid posts,
except that of the Governor and his Deputy, were filled by English-
men. The Commandants of the Police and of the Coastguard
Administrations, the Directors of the Ports and Lights Department
and their seconds in command, were all British. Of the same nation-
ality also were the representative of Public Health, the Medical Officer
in charge of the Civil Hospital, the Director of Customs, and of the
Municipality. Even in the Quarantine Service Egyptians were ousted
by Europeans.